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* ings Chap XIX. Verſe - 
and ſaid, 


Lie: for I am not better than my Fathers. 


TI OR the better underſtandin; of which Words, I 7 
7 ſhall give you the Hiſtory of them in ſhort. [The 


2 let nb (1 King 18. 40.) having reſcued 


all t 
rimentally ſee that the Lord He was God, and not Baal: 


When the People ſaw it, they fell on their Faces, and 
| ſaid, The.Loxd He is God, the Lord He i God. Baal being 


thus confounded, and his Prophets, who were Fout Hun- 
dred and Fifty Men, all Slain : Abab told Fezabel all that 

Elijah had done, and withal; how he had Slain all the 
Prophets with the Sword. W 


if I make not thy life as the Life of one of them, by to morrow 
about this time, Thus Fezabel having threatned Him, 

and with an Imprecation vow'd his Death; the Pro- 
hher flies and went for his Life, and being weary with 
Travelling, fat down under a Funiper - Tree, and requelt- 
ed from himſelf that He might Die, and ſaid, Ik is 


enough, .now, O Lord, take away my Life, for I am no. ber- 


ter then my Fathers. This was the occaſion of Elizab's 


* os 4 * 


Prayer. In ſpeaking to which, I WI! 


(.) Shew the Unlawfulneſs of it, as being againſt 


Nature, Religion and Good Manners,” tot a Man to put an 
End- to his Days, or ſo much as to beg of God to take 


away his Life, be his Condition never ſo grievous or 
„ . / ĩ˙ C1nůnf... * 
And becauſe ſome Men are ready to juſtify ſo Great, 
fo Dangerous, and ſo Unnatural a Sin as Se/f-Murther, 


and God knows too many have put it in Practices | 


Mols enough, now, O Lord, take away my 


Religion from Idolatry, and at the Brook Nihon {lain 
be Prophets of Baal, firſt letting the People expe- 


hereupon Jezabes Rage 
was kindled againſt Elijab, and, ſhe ſent a Meſſenger un- 
to him, ſaying; So let the Gods do unto me, and more alſo, 


(1.) Shew 


14 


us ample Teſtimony of this, who ſtrive againſt the 
Hand of their Slayer, aud wou'd; not Die were they 


able to reſiſt him! Nature by à ſecret luſtinct has 


| taught every Creature to provide for. its own Safety. 
The litrle Brood, when they ſee a Bird of Prey hover- 
ing over their Head, ſeek to pieſerve themſelves by ta- 


king ſhelter under the Dams Wings. A Fly that has 


: 


but the Life of a Fly to loſe, yet how many ways will 


ſhe flutter with her Wings to ſave that Life? Load an 


Aſs nevet ſo much, aud Work him from Morning to 


Night he regards it not; but if you endeavour to throw 


him into a Ditch, or thruſt him into the Fire, he wi 


avoid it as much as he can, becauſe he wou d live and 


not die, 1 5 


The Natural Man alſo wou'd not die if he might 
chooſe. Skin for Skin, and all that a Man hath will be give 


for bn Life, Job 2. 4. was a true ſaying, tho it came 


from the Devils Mouth. What Ranſom ſo great that 


would not be laid down to purchaſe it? What Tor- 


ment ſo exquiſite that-wou'd not be endur d, or what 

Potion ſo hitter that won'd not be drunk down to pre- 

ſerve it? Cut off my Feet, ſaid Mecænas, and after 
hs alſo, if you pleaſe, pro- 


that my Legs, and my Thighs alſo 


* 


vided I do bur live, it is enou 


longer, and when that is expir 


The oldeſt Man has an chin delire ro live a Year 
3 
SPY, 


he is as deſirous to 


ſurvive another, and: ſo on. Lie is ſweet, it is 4 plea» 
ſant thing to bebold tbe Sun: but there is bitterneſs in Death, 


as Agag King of the Amalelite, told Samuel, 1 Sam. 5.32. 
That Being Chriſt had as Man he ſo highly valud, 
that if it had not been his Fathers Will, he would not 


have parted with his Lite ſo contentedly as he did. If 


it be poſſible let the Cup paſs Vom me, was his earneſt Pray 


three ſeveral times upon his bended Knees. And in be 


Day: of his Fleſh be offer d up Prayers and Supplic at ions, with 


ſtrong Crying and Tears unto bim that was able 10 ſave, bis 
mr hand fi alt. hy bs ks 


(i.) Shew tis againſt Nature, . The Brute Beaſts give 
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I CSF: * 
F Terrors; Jeb 15, r and by Ariflorle, uc hoe 
Flo, of all Terrible the moſt Terribl . 


NVatuüte has this apprehenſion of it as the Chief of | 
al Evils, ind ehe Privation of all Good; and there= | 
fore the Remembrance of it is bitter to the Natural! 

Man, who endeavours as ſuch to reſiſt it. We read 
both in Sacred and Prophanè Story of ſome who ran 
ro the Embraces of Death, and became their own 


urderers. Judur having betrayd his Lord and Maſter || 


for Thirty Pietes of Silver, in the Guilt of it turns his 
on Execuriotiet! When Aebitopbel ſaw that his Coun- 
_ ſ&'was'not_follow'd'; and that the Counſel of Haai 
(2am. 17.) Was preferr'd before his, he Hang'd himſelf. 
Ariſtotle is ſaid tõ have Drown d himſelf in the Sea, be- 
cauſe he cou'd not find out the Cauſe of its often Bb-— 
bing and Flowing! And Cleombrota reading Plato's Book 
vf Immortality, conceiv'd ſuch a hope of the Souls fu- 
ture Being, that he threw himſelf into the Sea to come 
to the Enjoyment l of it. Cato and Lucretia both ki ld 
themſelves. But it is an hard matter to ſay they had 
mo Reluctancy at all, or no Concern upon them at the 
ſame time for their Lives. Good Maſter, what fhall. I do 
That I may inberi: Eternal Life? was a Queſtion put to 
Chriſt by the Young Man in the Goſpel. And tis Na- 
tural to all Men to ask the Phyſician, What ſnall 1 do 
to fett le my Body in the Soundeſt Temper, to preſerve 
my Health, and continue my Liſe?e:?: 
And as it is 4gainſt Nature, ſo 


Secondly, Againſt Religion, for a Man to pray to God 
to take away his Life. The Lord gave Life to Man, 
and He will take it away again; but the doing of this 
muſt be left to his Will and Pleaſure. We muſt not 
limit God to our time. The Body muſt return to the 
18 out of which it was taken, and the Spirit: muſt 
return to God ho gave it; but We muſt tarry the Lord's 
"PRefure. | Whitft We are in this World, We are Te- 
"nants at God's Will. We have no certain Term of 
"Years allotted us, neither have We * our 
i”. i FFV 2g e IVES; 


| time, ler his Condition of Life be never ſo tedious and 


of the Life of Man, and it is He alone that, l 
do take it away; and therefore tis an uſurping of his 
1 Right and Authority, for a Man to rid | L ſelf | 


2 Friend who was never ſo much Wounded, or 
der other Calamities of Life, thou'd deſire a By- ſtander 


f 
- 
TV 


1 


Lives; and therefore We muſt go ff hen God the 
Great Landlord of Heaven and Earth plcaſeth, and not 
before. If Chrift will have #s ſtay till Hie comes, what: 7 
that row, No Man has Power over his own Life; ane 
therefore how gainful ſoever Death may ſeem to any, 


yet He is to ſubmit to God's Providence, and wait his 


"8 


miſerable. It is God alone that hath xight to (pole 
hat hath ower 


of that which he has no Power to diſpoſe of. Nay, tho! 
ay un- 


to put Him out of Pain by Killing Him, yet he ought 


not to do it. Saul importun d his Armour - bearer to 
| have kill'd Him; but ſuch a deſire will not juſtify any 
Chriſtian to put an End to a Man's days, be they never 


ſo Calamitous or full of Miſery. 


St. Paul deſir d to be diſſolv d, but He did not Petition 
God to take away his Life. It was only an holy Wiſh 
in that Apoſtle that he might be with Chriſt, but he 
made it not his Prayer, It was only a deſire in Him, 
and He corrected that deſire in the very next Words, 
with a better Wiſh to live to Preach the Goſpel. For 1 


am in a ſtrait bet mixt two, having a defire to depart aud to be 


with Chriſt, which is far better. Nevertheleſs to abide in the 
fleſn is more needful for you, and having this. confidence, I 
Luo that I ſhall abide and continue with yeu all for your fur- 


therance and joy of fait h, Phil. 1. 23, 24. Let me die tbe 
Death of the Rigbteou, and let my lafF End be like his, 


Numb. 23. 10. was Belaam s Paſſionate: Wiſh. Not that 


he begg d of God then to die. His intent was, that when 


it pleasd God to take his Soul from Him, He might 


then die as Rightcous Men do, and be Partakers of their 
Happineſs to pray to die upon every Croſs or particular 
Evil that befals us, is what we ought not to do, and what 
our. Belgien looks upon as unwgrrantable. 
Nes e 1 _—_ 
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Wete our Leirs never 1.75 and thoſe irkſome and 


tedious by reaſon of the many miſeties'Old' Age expoſeth us 
to Are we Rack d and \Tortur'd with the Stone? Are we 
Tormented wich the Gout? Are our Bodies fubject to an 
Hundred Diftempery, ſo that there is no Sound Part in us, 


yet weought'never to ſay, It is enough, Theſe Words be- 


came not the Mouth of a Prophet. It was unwarrantable 

in Elijab to requeſt for himſelf that he might die, or that je 

had Liv'd Tong enough. © That's a faying only fit for God, 

and not Man, who knows what's better for us then we do 
dur felves. | No Calamity whatever ſhou'd make a Man cr 

out ih Soul is weary of my Life. Of i e EN en 

Wzbilſt we are in this World, We are like ſo many hir'd 


ph 


Servants, ſet on Wark by our Great Miſter Above, who hath 
ſet out our labour to us, and appointed us a Reward if we 
continue working to the End of the Day; but if we run 
away before the Day be ended, We ſhall not only loſe our 
 Wiiges, but we are juſtly obnoxious. to be purfu'd and caſt 
-. into Priſon tor h, x e 95725 nt 


* A ' 


I muſt confeſs many good Men ider their Croſſes, or be- 


© cauſe of preſent Diſcontentment with their Condition, have 
ſpoke unadviſedly with their Lips. As meek and good a 

Man as Moſes was, yet when the Children of Jrael upon 
wham God had put the charge, being ſurfeited with Manna, 
came and wept unto Him ſaying, Give us ſleſh that we may 
Ear. Numb. II. v. 4. © he did then Mutiny againſt God, 
and with a great deal of impatience, cry'd to Him to Kill 


Him. Where ſhall 7 have Fleſh to give unto all this People, 


Im mot able to bear all this People alone, for it is too heavy 
for me, therefore if thou dial tbi with me, I pray thee if I bave 

4 not my miſery, 
The Prophet Jonab being angry for a Gourd, in a luͤllen fir 
will needs dye, wiſh't in himſelf to die; nay, pray'd 1 1 

that Gdd would take away his Life ſrom him. Now, O Lord, 

take I beſeech Thee my life from me. Jon 4. 3. And Fob lying 

under extream Afffictions crys out, Why dy'd not I from the 
Womb ? Why did not I give up the Ghoſt' when I came ont of 
tbe Belly, Job 3. 11: Oh that I nb have my % 
. | IR 1 | 490 


found favour in thy ſight, Kill me that I bebo 


qu oe af eas aw. a» ao££--.< 
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Bis Hand and eu me off. C. 6 8, 9. And Eljab in the 


mw 
that it wou'd pleaſe God to deſtroy me, t wou'd be in 


: 


| beiog thredtned by Jexebel for laying Baa? yd wit 
the Sword, fled for his Life into the Wilderneſs 75 a, h 
—= requeſia for himſelf that He mi ent 175 and 


with his . Lot and —. ne or, 
not well with Him, preſently grow weary of Io Wore 
with peviſhand froward Jonab, wiſh to die. Ibaut Hard 
in vᷣbat ſot ver State Iam, therewith to be content, ſajd St. Paal 


In howto be abaſed and how to abonnd, to be full ang be 
bungry, faid the ſame Apoſtle, +Phil 4. 1, 12: 
Had (Plutarch. Tuſtin.) Miltiades been puniſh' d for. tis 

. 


— what had become ot that Glory which he alte 


Tha uſand Grecians, He diſcomfired an Army of the Perſia 
ol Six Hundred Thouſand, to the Peace and Safety l his 
Country, and the Eternal Renown of Himſelf; - 

Had Themiſtecles, for the Luxury and Debauchery of hi 
Youth; been cut off by the 3 what had become of 


all Greece afterwards ? "He did great things for his Countr A 


and tho a Vicious Youth, became an Excellent Man., Tho' 


the Sun Riſe in a Cloud, he may Set 1n his full Glory, and a 


calm Afternoon ſucceed a Tempeſtuous Morning. 


then in God, and wait his time, and preſeribe not 1 


and Scafohs to Him. He can Command a Calm, and 
this He hath done after many Violent Storms of Sighs and 


ears * 


It is a ſign We are not acquainted with that Excellent N 
Views contentation, which conſiſts in a chearful and ready 
compliance with the Will of God; if We grow impatient, 


and wiſh our ſelves Dead; becauſe our Lives are not cloathed 
with all the Circumſtances we deſire. My leanneſs, my lean- 


1 Wo js me, Was as an out- cry in dhe Prophets Days, and 


A 4 2 


2277 ; even 


wards obtain'd in the Marat bonian F lc „where With Fs 5 
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of the World, büt is 1 | 
ky 5 5 y comm r I Religion allows 
0 f AS. © | 
3 deeeg wen a 0:18 at rene of Death, cken it is laws * 
Fol for Pim to cr dt, 0 Lord tale my Soul, recevoe "my * || 
Shira; or if he cannot move his Lips, inwardly to Meditate "1-3 
| 9 theſes Wofdi in his Mind. l 
, We have Firf, . the Bleſſed Jeſus for our Exaniphein this 
A articular, who! beir g about to give up the Ghoſt, fad, 


Do 


5 Father 170 1 I commend niy Spirit. 
1 * Seeondly Stephen, who at the Place of Treuen, 
Foy his 155 0 Adverſaries were Stoning him to 1 * 


Fommended his Soul into his Redeemers Hande. 
ira. ' Antiquity, It being cuſtomary in Ss. Early 
Day s of Chriſtianit , for Holy Men to commend thei Souls 
into * Hands of God at the point of Death. And this truly 

8 aud Pious uſage is to this Day kept up by our Ex- 

cellent C bur bz who when Death is ce has provided 

her Sons Vin a Prayer to be us'd by the Miniſter, or in his 
abſence by any other, to commend the departing Soul into 
the Hands of God. This way of Praying is watrantable; 
but for a Man in his Grief, in Trouble, or in any other 
olamity, to pray to God "then to take away his Life, is 
what no, Man ought to do, and ſuch a Prayer was very ſtrange 
and unbecomin g in a Man of God, as rhe Prophet Elijab in 
Holy Wiit'is often call'd, All that can be ſaid for him, and 
that which will eaſily bring him of, is this, That he was a 
Man ſubje to like Paſſions as weare, And as it is 1 1 

Nature and Religion; So St. James 5. 17. 

"Thirdly, * Tis an unmonnerh thing in any Man to umb bis 

Re queſt to God to take away his Life before he thinks fit. 
What is this but to make our ſelves wiſer than God To diſpute 
bis government of the World, to queſtion the Dil * of : 
the great Creator, and to reproach our Maker, ſaying, Vly = 
Baſt thou made me thus? For a Man to kick and ſpurn againſt | 
Heaven, becauſe he was not fo Nobly Born as others, nor ſo 
(Beautiful, nor of fo quick Parts, arid why he 1s not ſo, ON ſo as 
40 e Fine 8 af advorſir? Ter, And. 
we then 


\ 


223 


8 


(9) 


- * 


I pretting with what Heaven has allotted him. Whatever 
our Afflictions be, they are diſpos d, directed and ma- 1 
nag d by the Conduct of a moſt Wiſe Providence. They ; 
ars not ſent at Randome, or all ata venture; they come | 
not out of the Duſt, nor ſpring out of the Ground, but | | 
are from Above, of God's creating and framing, and are 


enxercis'd towards Mankind for Excellent Ends. Take 
| 55 heed of Mur muring with the Iſraelites. | Curſe not the 8 
Day of thy Birth as Fob did, and Quarrel not with the 


Stars as many Profane Men do. Doſt thou well to be angry? 

peg g. Jonah, when he ſmote his Gourd; And be ſaid, 
do well to be angry even unto Death, A weak and mad- | 
viſed Anſwer,and that which did not become the Mouth 14 
of ſo holy a Prophet. I am not here perſuading any { 
Man to be ſtupid, or Stoical under a Calamitous State of 
Life, ſenſeleſs under Croſſes and Sufferings. No, with _ 

theſe we ought to be duely affected, and ſenſible of God's | 
Hand when it is upon us. Troubled, we may be, but 
Diſcontented we muſt not be, and ſo wiſh for Death ra- 


- 2 ruin et 
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ther than Life. Groan we may, but Grumble or Mur- Þ 
mur we muſt not. All that 1 aim at, is to Arm you f 
with: Patience and Submiſſion, ro diſſwade you from 

kicking againſt the pricks, to bewre of murmuring a= 


gainſt God, and, as it were, entring a Proteſt. againſt 
our Sufferings. For if we Murmur and Repine againſt 

Heaven, and be pecyiſhly diſcontented at that Conditi- 
on God thinks fit to place us in, we take the readieſt 
| way to provoke him to make it worſe. What got the | 
Iſraelites by Murmuring in the Wilderneſs, but a longer 
ſtay in it? The more we ſtrike againſt Heaven, the 
| md re Blows we ſhall get. The Almighty is not fo to be 
, attack d. No Language in the Day of Adverſity like 
th that of David, I'w4s dumb, becauſe thou didſt it. Pſal. 39.9. 
0 Thus having conſider'd Ekjab's Prayer, and ſhewnthe 
s Unlawfulneß of it, as being againſt Nature, Religion, 
and good Manners, Icom 8 
TL e ht HOO "Dig Þ Sceondly, 
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Secondlhy, To offer to your Conſidexation, that though 
he was blamable for his Prayer, yet he was highly com- 


mendable for his Humility, in ſaying, I am not better 


lived when he requeſted for himſelf that he might die, 

tis uncertain, the Holy Scripture being ſilent about both 

of them. He ſaid that he had liv'd long enough, but 

how long that was, is not mention d in the Bible. "Tis | 
bable, it was not upon the Account of his Age, 

or his being ſtricken in years, that moved him to cry 

out he had liv'd long enough; bt as I hinted in the be- 


Who Elijab's Fore- Fathers were, or how long he had 


very pro 


inning of this Diſcourſe, the Reaſon was this, ' Zezabe] 


had Fow'd his Death ſor {laying Baal's Prophets; and be- 
ing thus threatned he fled for his Life, and being weary | 


with Travelling, and hungry alſo, in that faint Condi- 


\ 


tion he Petitions God juſt then to take away his Life; and 
he gave this Reaſon for it, becauſe he was not better than 
bs Fathers. Seeing they were mu the way of all fleſh, 


what was he (as he thought) but he might follow and 
lie down in the Duſt, as his Fore-fathers had done before 


him. Be who they will, ſure Iam; he was not inferiour 
to them. He was one of the two who confert'd with 
Chriſt in his Glory. He divided Jordan. Matth. 17. 4. 


Thus tho the Prophet Elijab in Scripture is ſtybd a Man 
of God, and dignity'd wich that eminent Name, and tho' 
he had ſeveral degrees of Hononr above other Mortals 
conferr d upon him, yet there was nothing that look d 

like Pride in him. If he ſprang from mean and poor 

Anceſtors, as moſt of the Prophets did, he was not a- 
ſham'd of his Deſcent from them, I am not better than ] 
Fathers. I come, © ES = 


He took bis Mantle and wrapt it togetber, and ſmote the Ma- 

| ters and they were divided bither and thither. 1 Kings 2. 8. 
He went up by a whirlwind imo Hirven. ver. 11. Nay he | 

was fo Righteous a Man that upon his catneſt Prayer, 


it might not rain, it rain d not on the Earth by the ſpace of three 


Tears and fix Months: And be prayed again, and the Heaven 


gave rain, and the Earth gave forth her Fruit, St. James 5. 


bs i. Sw os... a i 
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ii Thridly, To draw ſome Itifererices from what has been 
deliver d. | And 1 7 Ys 8 re 7 x = 3 50 7. T4408: 
(I.) Was Elijab to blame in making his Requeſt to | 

God in the day of trouble to take away hu .ife, and his 
Prayer unwarrantable ? Let us then take waruing by 1 
hin leaſt in the day of our diſt reis we ſpeakunadvitedly 
and wiſn to die as he did. If it be with us as God hath ap- 1 
| pointed, we oughtto ſubmit to that iſdom that made || 
us ſo; but to murmur, repine, and wiſh in our ſelves to 
die, becauſe we are not what we would be, is to diſpute 
his managery of the World ; to preſume to diſpoſe ot it 
betier than he hath done, to renounce our Subjection, | 
ene. anon wt | 
The Man in the Fable who was wearied with his burden 
ol Sticks threw it down, and called for Death, but wen 
Death came, he told him he had no other occaſion tor - | } 
him but to be help'd up again with his Bundle. And no 
queſtion many Perſons have in their extream miſery 
prayed to die, and in a ſullen fit requeſted God to take 
away their Lite; yet ſhould Death have then come, tis 
very probable, they would have bid it depart for that 
time, and been willing to live longer. Our Prayer, 
whether in Sickneſs or in Health, in the day of Proſpe- 
rity or Adverſity, ought tobe, Not my will U Father , but 
It was a Noble ſaying of Cleanthes, an Heathen; Let 
© thegreat Governour of the World lead me into what 
| © Condition he pleaſeth, I am molt ready to follow him. S 
And | find Epictetas, another Heathen, ſpeaking and 
living up to the ſame Principle, In all theſe Conditi- 3 
© ons which ſeem hard and grievousunto me: I do thus | | 
* diſpoſe my {el '1 conlider they come trom God, and | 
Ido endeavour not merely to ſubmit, but to aſſent to | | 
him in his dealings, not only out of Neceſſity, but unt 
of Choice. Let a Man in Affliction think that no- 4 
thing comes to paſo but what ought to be; and let him 4 
not take upon him to reprehend Providence. Tisbeſt 1 
for a Man to bear what he cannot mend, and to fob | + 
low God (by whom all Events are diſpos d) without 14 
Murmuring. One of * Pytbagorais Schollars en 4 
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Fe ee, ene ee enen 
that the Gods would grant him whatſoever he ſhould 
ask;raught'him to fay rather, Let me be willing to have 


|. © :whatever.they pleaſe. 
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Theſe were noble pitches of Heathen Minds and truly 


brave and generous Souls, thus to reſign up themſelves 


to God. Tis an undoubted truth that many Chriſtians | 


may go to School and learn of Heathens how to be- 
have and demean themſelves under Croſſes and a ſtate 
of Calamity. Tis a diſmal Conſideratioh that Phi- 
loſophy ſhould beget more of Reſignation tothe Will 
of. God than Chriſtianity, and that Heatheniſm ſhow'd 
| more prevalent upon the Minds of Heathens than 
* 7 0 Io F 
5 be not of his Opinion who ſaid, Sante Socera- 
tes ora pro nobu, yet I am apt to think there is a great deal 
more reaſon to believe wiſe Socrates, divine Plato, juſt 
Ariſtides, and other Heathen. worthies to be Saints, than | 
many of the Popes making, With Patience we ought to 


poſſeſs our Souls, and ſeeing God Created us, and ſent us 


into the World to ſerve him, it wou'd argue Ingratitude 
in us not to ſerve him as long as we can. Life is the gift 
of God, and till he is pleas d to take it away, we muſt 
not cry out, it is enough. It is the pleaſure of Almigh- 

ty God to take to himſelf the Souls of ſome in their 


youth, and to let others ſtay behind till they be of a 
good old Age. Some expire with their firſt Breath, and 


fade away more ſuddenly than the graſs, and others have 


their Lives lengehen d and ſee many days. God takes 


away the Soul of a King, when he thinks fit, as well as 
that of a beggar, and who may ſay unto him what doſt 
thou? Shall the 
made me thus? Why God takes away one Soul and 
leaves another, he knows beſt, and therefore it is an un- 
wWarrantable thing in any Man to ſay, I bave liv d long 


Clay ſay unto the Potter, why haſt thou 


enough, O Lord, take away my Soul. Long Life is a Bleſ- 

Ain and old Age a Crown of glory. | Man's | Age ac- 
carding to Meſes's Computation, is T hreeſcore years and 
Ten, and thoſe who chance to hold out longer, and 
ſuxviye themſelyes, ought to be content with their Gor: 
pig 5 | | 1 A i- 


\ 


„ | 
dition: becauſe God, for ſome Reaſpns beſt knoyr, to 


Tis an uſurping of God's proper Ri ori, 
and Murder in the higheſt degree. Alas! many of the 
Heat bens knew no better. Their Thoughts reachd no 
farther than the Grave. Death which clogd their Eyes, 
vas to them the End of all things. The World then 
5 lay in Darkneſs, and the Times of that Ignorance God 
wink'd at. But now Life and Immortality is brought 
to light by the Goſpel. The Name of a Saviour is no r 
known and made manifeſt. The Father is Glorify d, 
the Son Ador'd, and the Holy Ghoſt Declar d. The 
Grace of God which bringeth Salvation, hath appeated 
to us. We have a certain Aſſurance our Souls ſhall ſur- 
vive our Bodies, and that there is a Jadgment to come; 
which Things the Heat bens were ſo bewilder'd about, 
hat they did not know what to ſay concerning them. 
Ik any Man will preſume to diſpoſe of his Life, and 
TIT, nd 5%, Tus Th | „ „ put 


- a 


himſelf, ſees it fir to contifiue them longer in the Land 
of the Living, If our Life ſnould be ſtretchd out to the 
full Meaſure of Mer buſaleb's, we ought not to ask God 
the reaſon why he lets us live ſo long. He may perhaps 
have ſomething for us to do, even to that Age. Perhaps 
at the End of Seventy Years we have not done all that 
Service he has appointed for us, and therefore it is his 


Pleaſure we ſhould live longer to finiſh our Work, for 


there n no Work, nor Device, nor eee 44 nor aller, 
in the Grave, When we are once tran! cher; 
Ve can improve no more. Our Lite is the Day wheres. 
in we are to Work, and till the Sun of this Day ſet and 


anted thi 


c 


go down, we ought to labour and not be wear. 


at 4 


 - Secondly, Was Elijab roblameifor making his Requeſt . 
to God to take away his Life? What are they then,who 
turn their own Executioners, and lay Violent Hands up- 
on themſelves? Believe me, tis a Sin of very deep die, 
it is an Injury done to God himſelf, for having created 
Man after hisown Image and Likeneſs; they, as it were, 


lay Violent Hands upon Him, who by Knife, Piſtol, 
Halter, or Poyſon, remove his Aon of the way. 
gl 


tand- Authority, 
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7 net ie og his Days, becauſe ſome Heathens did fo; 
If this be his Divinity He might as well been Born a 
Pagan. Chriſtianicy has no effect upon Him. He tram- 
ples under his Feet the precious Blood of the beloved Son 
of 776dy deſpiſeth all in pangent Sulleifngs and puts a 
light upon his bitter, ſnametul, and ignominious Death. 
Nay, He even runs into the embraces of Fternal Death, 


for there is no other Name under Heaven given to Man 


by which he can be fav d, but the Name of our Lord 
Ty Jeſus'Chrilt- SOA We" Word 43n 8 9 8b 

Men may flatter themſelves from the Examples of 

Cato, Lucretia, and other Heat bent, who ran into the 
embraces of Death, and became their own Executioners, 
but the Goſpel of Chriſt ſpeaks other Things, and by that 
we ſhall be juclg d, and have our final Doom and Sen- 


| rence; Morality without Cbriſtianity will not bring any 


of you to Heaven, and if you neglect the latter, in hopes 
21 n ſave your Souls, you are of all Men moſt 
r SEO. 
- Thirdly, My Third Inference is this. Has Elijab left 
us an Example of Humility, in thinking himſelf no 
better than his Fathers, what a Leſſon of modeſty and 
lowlineſs of Mind ſhou'd this teach us? Let his Example 
check all riſings of Pride in us, and pull down that Pha- 
riſaical boaſting of thanking God We are not as other 
Men are. We live in an Age where every Man and 
Woman are almoſt ready to ſay to one another, fand 
apart; come not near me, for I am betten tbau Thou. This 
Leaven of the Phariſee; has ſowr'd the Souls of many 
ople O Elyabi Where is thy humility to be found? 
It went up to Heaven with thee, for there is no ſuch 
Virtue ſcarce to he ſeen or heard of now in the World. 


Pride is the predominant Vice that Reigns among us, and 
it is ſo radicated by Time and Cuſtom that I am afraid, 
it lies too deep in the Hearts of many to be eaſily ſwept 
away. Where is that Man or Woman, that He or Sbe, 
who do not now think 'themſelves better than their 
Neighbour! Precedency is what the World aſpires * 


— — . — 
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— gary 


but Elijab's Leſſon if Seele Lakers 3 wou d humble 
andi take down the Plumes of their vain Spirits, for 


they are not better then their Fathers, r. 
The conſideration they mult die and lie down in the 
Duſt, as their Fathers have done before them, is enough 
to make them ſenſible of their Frailty, and put o 
lowly frame and temper of Soul. Vain Man! Daft and 


| Aſbes, why art thou Proud? Look to the place from 


whence thou cam'd, and forward whither thou art a 
oing, and thou wilt ſee between thy coming out of the 

| Duſt and thy returning thither again, is but the ſpace 
a few Years. The blood which runs in the Veins of the 
Higheſt Monarch is but one degree remov'd from Duſt, 
and Death wil one Day make them kiſs the Ground 
with their Lips, who now ſcorn to tread upou it with 
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the Soles of their Feet. The proudeſt-Man has a Body | 


of Clay, a Soul full of Sin, and a Life ſubjeQtto'Mortz 
1 He came into the World with Groans, and was 
Born with Tears in his Eyes. His Life here is made up 
of few Days, and thoſe full of Trouble. It is appoint- 
ed for him to die, and He muſt pay that Tribute to Na- 
ture with Shrinks and Pangs. Death will cloſe hir Eyes, 
ſtretch out his Body, and expoſe him as an Horror t 
the Eyes of thoſe that ſhall ſurvive him. To ths Grave 
hemuſt go, in the Duft he muſt be laid, and the Worms 
ſhall ſeed (weetly upon him. He ſhall become a Com- 
panion of Rattenneſs, and mult ſay to the Pit, Thon art 
wy Father, and to the Corruption,” and ibe Worms,” t are my 
Mother and my Siſters, Would Men but frame a true 
Conceit of their own Miſery, of their Frailty 4nd Mor- 
tality, and that would check all rilings of Pride in them, 
and make them know themſelves. . ge 
_ cloathed with Hnnulity, ſays St. Peter. Be not 1 Pet. f. 8. 
bigh minded, but fear, ſays St. Paul. When Vom. 11. 2. 
yon think you ſtand; take heed leſt you fall, ſays 1 Cor. 10. 12. 
1 , . / = 5 : x! 
To conclude, Alt the Days of our appointed „ . „„ 
time let & wait till our Change come. Lord let een, : 


* 


5 theritecetler.thiske\butlconſtant Prayer in the Day of 


Adwerſity, O my 33 be piſſeble, let tha Cup. pu 
fromme ʒ u uert beleſa, not as I will 45 a thou. wilt. Lord 


Lela m Tongue and en . becauſe, it mas thy ding, 


good, laid good old: ry 10 Sam. 3. 18. When God de- 
nount d an heavy Judgment againf him. Ile Lord gi 


Tord Job 1 21. MHbat? Sboll we receive Good at 10 hend. 
Gon, and ſhall we not receive Evil? Ch. 2. 10. Shall we 
 Sinagdiaſt him, and ſhall. we complain of his Puniſh - 
ment for it? ont of bu Sinn? e Man complain, a Man 
for the Puniſhment of bis Sins? Let ui ſearch and try our ways 
and turm again to t be Lord. Shall we refuſe to drink of that 


| di ck at his ighteous' Judgments. 


Torq let me paſs through Fireand Water, fo icbe L 
a Jay Reeren, exe 


1 e. hl; alk Servant „ 1 in SR be our Re 


Petition at whe inſtant ol Death; but᷑ let 
th Affliction or Calamity whatevet force us to that 


_ Cry itil we ſec our Change juſt approaching. God 
Knows whar'sbetter for us than we do our ſelves, and 


will put an End to our Days vrhen he pleaſeth; aud 


fad Ded. . wt let bim do what: ſeemeth' 


perlt and the Lord taketh away, bleſſed be the Name of | Che 


Cap. which: our Heavenly F ather bath temper i for 7 Lord! 


3 thu grivdeſt me to Homer, ſaid Calvin, un the Pangs, of 


Dodth ms upon bim, bas Py rh thay it m1 
39, . lat N ” 


t not Duſt, and 
Aſhes) 3 to murmur againſt the Lord its Maker. 


lat 
„Sing in Heaven, Neither caunt'T my Lk N 
chat l way fmiſh my Courſe with Jays... e 


rs; ſo I Reap in 


aſter. Let me weep on Earth, 


1 V. STS, 

And God Grand chat under all our he hi 
may ſubmit to his Wiſdom, adore his Juſtice, _ 
reſt contented: in his Fatherly Diſpoſal of us. And 


this let us beg foruhs ſake of Jeſus Chit our Lord, 
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